
Dumping and leaks of 
pesticides, fertilizers, 
trash, waste oil and 
diesel fuel by marijuana 
growers is causing an 
environmental disaster 
throughout Mendocino 
County. [Bear Pen marijuana 
incident, 5/13/05]

On June 3, Measure B will give  
voters a chance to place limits  

on marijuana growers who create public nuisances,  
cause environmental damage and endanger public safety.

The “no-limits” policy in Mendocino County since 2000 has made us a magnet for 
commercial marijuana growers who move here for a quick profit.  This influx has caused 
many serious problems, including:

•	 Public safety—Home invasions by armed robbers have terrorized innocent families.  
Growers bring guns and attack dogs into residential neighborhoods in response.  Local 
residents feel unsafe on their own property during harvest season.

•	 Public nuisance—The strong odor from marijuana plants unreasonably impacts 
neighbors who in some cases live only a few feet away.

•	 Environment—Illegal diversion of streams, spills of diesel fuel, hazardous waste, fires, 
poisoning of wildlife, erosion and massive dumping of plastic debris and other trash is 
causing an environmental disaster in Mendocino County.

•	 Schools—Schools continue to be impacted with several cases of backyard marijuana 
growing over the fence from local schools.  Local students are increasingly turning to 
marijuana cultivation as a “career path”.

•	 Roads—Speeding vehicles driven by growers, their workers and customers have 
impacted rural roads.  Some roads are pounded into dust by diesel delivery and water 
trucks. 




